ON  THE  ROAD  TO  INDIA     9
anything so beautifully organized, so smooth in its working, so admirably prepared for all ordinary emergencies, as the P. and O. liner I am on. For lessons of civility, good manners, and patience under provocation, go to a ship's company on a passenger linen The stewards are surely the best servants in the world, and they have that touch of manliness and independence which marks the sea-service, in spite of the completeness of its discipline in all ranks, The ship-world has evolved a law and custom of its own which the landsman feels the first day he comes aboard, but which he finds extremely difficult to put into words. It is based on the fundamental idea of a limited space in which every one must be as little inconvenient as possible to every one else. You acquire your claim on condition that you never exceed it. You may do what you like in your own cabin, and be as sea-sick as you choose ;